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SPECIAL  COVER  FEATURE 

MARK 


E. 


PETERSEN 


of    the    Council    of    the    Twelve    Apostles 

ELDER  MARK  E.  PETERSEN,  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  since  1943  has  had  a  distinguished  career  of  service  in  the 
Church.  In  1920  he  left  from  the  First  Ward  of  the  Liberty  Stake  (Salt 
Lake  City)  for  a  two-year  mission  in  Canada.  He  was  sustained  as  a 
member  of  the  Liberty  Stake  high  council,  where  he  was  assigned  to  work 
with  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  and  in  1936  he  was  sustained  as  second 
counselor  in  the  Liberty  Stake  presidency.  He  later  served  on  the  Highland 
Stake  (Salt  Lake  City)  high  council  and  in  the  presidency  of  the  Sugar 
House  Stake.  In  1934  he  became  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah.  He  is  an  expert  on  genealogical  re- 
search and  an  entertaining  and  inspiring  speaker  on  the  subject. 

On  April  6,  1944,  he  was  sustained  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  He  was  ordained  an  apostle  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant  on 
April  20,  1944. 

Until  recently  Elder  Petersen  presided  over  the  West  European  Mis- 
sion of  the  Church  with  its  headquarters  in  Leatherhead.  Surrey,  England. 
With  the  introduction  of  a  new  plan  of  world-wide  supervision  of  the 
missions  under  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  and  Sterling  W.  Sill,  Assistant  to  the  Twelve, 
were  appointed  to  head  the  missions  in  the  British  Isles  and  Southern 
Africa.  Elder  Benson,  however,  has  been  called  to  continue  working  with 
the  missions  in  Europe,  and  Elder  Petersen  will  direct  the  British  Isles  and 
South  African  missions.  It  is  in  this  capacity  that  Elder  Petersen  is  visiting 
Southern  Africa  at  this  time. 

Elder  Petersen  was  born  in  a  humble  horns  in  Salt  Lake  City  across 
the  street  from  the  present  location  of  the  Church's  Welfare  Square,  now 
a  familiar  landmark  in  the  city.  His  parents,  Christian  and  Christine 
Anderson  Petersen,  were  Danish  converts  who  migrated  from  their  native 
land  to  Utah.  He  went  to  work  early  in,  his  youth  to  help  support  the 
family.  He  delivered  newspapers  and  worked  after  school  and  during 
vacations  assisting  his  father,  who  was  a  building  contractor.  He  attended 
Salt  Lake  City  public  schools  and  the  University  of  Utah. 

When  he  returned  from  his  mission  in  Canada  he  went  to  work  in 
the  editorial  department  of  The  Deseret  News,  the  oldest  newspaper  in 
America's  Intermountain  West.  He  became  successively  a  copyreader,  news 
editor,  city  editor,  managing  editor  and  in  1941  general  manager  of  the 
newspaper.  Later  he  served  as  president  of  the  Deseret  News  Publishing 
Company,  chairman  of  its  board  of  directors,  and  vice-president  of  the 
Newspaper  Agency  Corporation. 

A  tireless  worker  and  a  prolific  writer,  he  has  made  many  valuable 
contributions  to  Church  literature.  His  work  in  the  missionary  programme 
has  been  a  great  help  to  its  success  in  the  British  Isles. 

On  August  30,  1923,  Elder  Petersen  and  Emma  Marr  McDonald  were 
married  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  They  have  two  daughters  and  three 
grandchildren. 
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Henry  A.  Smith,  editor  of  the  Church  News  Section  of  The  Deserei 
News  and  close  associate  of  Elder  Petersen,  wrote  the  following  when  his 
friend  was  called  to  he  an  apostle: 

Mark  Edward  Petersen  has  risen  from  a  humble  station  in  life  to 
merit  such  recognition.  To  know  him  is  to  be  acquainted  with  a  man 
who  is  chivalrous,  who  is  kind  and  considerate  of  others,  and  yet 
who  combines  this  humility  with  a  radiant  personality.  Added  to  this 
there  is  an  intelligent,  driving  force  which  goes  to  the  heart  of  a 
problem  for  a  wise  solution.  Despite  his  youthfulness  he  is  an  ex- 
perienced leader  of  men  who  inspires  trust  and  who  is  approachable. 
He  has  the  confidence  of  his  associates  and  has  been  a  source  of 
comfort   and    inspiration    to   them    on    many  occasions.1 

On  the  same  occasion.  Brother  Smith  wrote  concerning  Sister 
Petersen: 

Coming,  herself,  from  a  home  where  faith,  devotion,  and  loyalty 
abounded,  she  brought  these  with  her  in  full  measure.  Adding  her 
lovely  personality  and  humility,  Emma  Marr  Petersen  has  immeasur- 
ably contributed  to  the  sweetness  which  prevails  in  the  home  of  this 
new  apostle,  and  she  has  been  a  source  of  inspiration  and  support  to 
her  husband  in  all  his  achievements.1 


Smith,   Henry  A.,   "Mark   E.   Petersen   of  the   Council   of  the  Twelve/' 
The  Improvement  Era,  June,  1944,  page  366. 


Welcome  To  South  Africa 

Welcome  to  the  land  of  bush  veld  and  cities  of  gold. 

This  is  the  land  of  the  Settler  and  of  the  Voortrekker, 
Welcome  to  a  land  keenly  sought  by  explorers  of  old. 

Land  of  the  paw-paw  and   biltong   which   we  think  are  'lekker'. 

He  who  sets  foot  on  Africa's  soil. 

This  land  that  we  love  from  Zambesi  to  Cape, 
It's  told  will  return  for  adventure  and  toil. 

We  hope  you'll  see  why  as  we  give  our  'gasvryheid'. 

We  would  like  to  re-echo  the  words  of  President  J.  Reuben  Clark  as 
he  introduced  you.  Elder  Petersen,  to  the  April  1944  General  Conference 
of  the  Church  just  after  your  call  to  the  apostleship: 

"Elder  Petersen,  for  the  people,  for  your  associates.   I  want  you   to 

know  that  you  are  welcome,  that  we  love  you,  and  that  you  have  our 

unbounded  sympathy  and  support."1 

President  and  Sister  Snow  and  the 
members  and  missionaries  of  the 
South   African  Mission. 

1   The  Improvement  Era,  May,  1944,  page  288. 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 


'1965' 


rpHIS  has  been  a  wonderful  year  filled  with  many  choice  experiences  for 
■*■  members  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa.  The  testimony  of  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  Restoration  of  the  Restored  Gospel  has  given  new  dimen- 
sions to  living.  Often  we  take  many  things  for  granted;  for  example, 
physical  blessings  of  life,  such  as,  opportunities  to  work  and  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  our  labours.  The  feeling  of  being  needed  and  wanted  gives  us 
blessings  of  love  and  friendship.  To  the  Giver  of  all  our  blessings  may 
we  say,  "We  Thank  Thee  Our  Father  in  Heaven." 

With  these  thoughts  in  mind  I  feel  impressed  to  say  a  few  words  on 
the  Law  of  Tithing.  By  observing  this  law  fully  we  express  our  thanks  for 
our  blessings.  The  obligations  of  paying  tithing  rests  upon  all  of  us  no 
matter  what  our  service  in  the  Church  is.  Tithing  is  one-tenth  of  our 
income  annually  and  should  be  paid  when  we  receive  income.  If  we  have 
a  monthly  income  tithing  should  be  paid  monthly.  If  a  yearly  income  is 
ours,   it  should  be  tithed  when  the  income  is  received. 

At  the  close  of  each  year  the  Branch  President  will  announce  to  the 
members  of  the  Branch,  the  days  he  will  hold  "Tithing  Settlement." 
However,  we  may  go  to  him  when  it  is  convenient  and  let  him  know 
whether  our  tithing  is  fully  paid  or  only  in  part.  Children  should  be  taught 
this  law  early  in  life.  They  should  be  taught  that  all  we  have  in  life  comes 
from  God  and  returning  a  portion  to  Him  for  the  building  up  of  the 
Kingdom  is  a  great  privilege  to  us.  The  Lord  has  promised  great  blessings 
for  the  observance  of  this  law. 

President  Hebsr  J.  Grant  gave  this  counsel  about  tithing. 

"The  payment  of  our  tithing  in  the  season  thereof  —  when  we  get 
our  income  makes  it  come  easy.  I  find  that  those  who  pay  tithing  every 
month  have  very  much  less  difficulty  in  paying  it  than  those  who  postpone 
payment  to  the  end  of  the  year  .  .  . 

"The  Lord,  you  know,  does  not  send  collectors  around  once  a  month 
to  collect  bills;  He  does  not  send  us  our  account  once  a  month;  we  are 
trusted  by  the  Lord;  we  are  agents;  we  have  our  free  will;  and  when  the 
battle  of  life  is  over,  we  have  had  the  ability  and  the  power  and  the 
capacity  to  have  done  those  things  which  the  Lord  required  us  to  do  and 
we  cannot  blame  anybody  else.  (Improvement  Era,  January,  1941,  pp.  956.) 

May  I  suggest  that  every  member  of  the  Church  read  the  Lord's  in- 
structions on  tithing  in  this  dispensation  as  recorded  in  Section  119  of 
the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

To  those  that  are  faithfully  living  this  divine  law,  may  I  encourage 
you  to  continue,  and  to  those  that  have  not  yet  fully  observed  this  law, 
may  the  Lord  give  you  the  faith  and  testimony  to  observe  this  Law  in  the 
future. 

— President  J.  Golden  Snow 
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EDITORIAL 

WORTH  OF  'SOLES' 

OLAUS  JOHNSEN,  a  shoemaker  in,  the  village  of  Trondheim,  Norway, 
had  repaired  a  pair  of  shoes  for  the  young  widow's  son,  John.  When 
the  boy's  shoes  were  returned,  a  Mormon  tract  was  stuffed  into  each  shoe. 
A  little  later,  with  a  parcel  containing  another  pair  of  old  shoes,  the  widow 
set  forth  in  the  warm  sunshine  of  the  spring  of  1879  for  the  half-hour 
walk  to  Johnsen's  shoemaker  shop.  The  details  of  business  were  soon 
agreed  upon;  the  commonplaces  of  courteous  people  were  exchanged;  the 
widow  was  about  to  leave  the  shop,  yet  a  little  curious  about  the  tracts 
which  she  had  found  in  the  first  pair  of  shoes  when  they  were  returned, 
but  unwilling  to  ask  too   many  questions. 

Anna  Widtsoe's  hand  was  on  the  door  latch,  when,  the  shoemaker 
said,  somewhat  hesitatingly,  for  the  business  was  concluded  and  the  lady 
was  a  stranger,  "You  may  be  surprised  to  hear  me  say  that  I  can  give  you 
something  of  more  value  than  soles  for  your  child's  shoes."  She  was 
surprised.  She  looked  into  the  eyes  of  the  man,  who  stood  straight  and 
courageons  in  his  shop. 

"What  can  you,  a  shoemaker,  give  me  better  than  soles  for  my  son's 
shoes?  You  speak  in  riddles,"  she  answered. 

The  shoemaker  did  not  hesitate.  "If  you  will  but  listen,  I  can  teach 
you  the  Lord's  true  plan  of  salvation  for  His  children.  I  can  teach  you 
to  find  happiness  in  this  life,  and  to  prepare  for  eternal  joy  in  the  life 
to  come.  I  can  tell  you  whence  you  came,  why  you  are  upon  earth,  and 
where  you  will  go  after  death.  I  can  teach  you,  as  you  have  never  known 
it  before,  the  love  of  God  for  His  children  on  earth." 

This  man  was  clearly  a  humble  man  who  knew  little  of  the  wisdom 
of  schools  and  churches.  She  felt  confused.  She  simply  asked,  "Who  are 
you?" 

"I  am  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  —  we  are  called  Mormons. 
We  have  the  truth  of  God."1 

We  have  the  truth  of  God.  We  have  leading  us  men  who  have  called 
to  be  Apostles  and  Prophets  for  the  Lord.  These  men,  are  emissaries  of 
the  Most  High,  and  we  have  the  privilege  of  having  their  teaching  and 
counsel  readily  available  to  us.  But  often  we  do  not  take  advantage  of 
this  great  privilege. 

A  missionary  once  knocked  on  the  door  of  a  prospective  member  of 
the  Church.  At  first  the  lady  who  answered  the  door  was  not  interested  in 
the  message,  but  the  missionary  said,  "Wait  a  minute.  You  know,  we 
have  a  living  Prophet  in  our  Church,  and  every  month  he  writes  a  message 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  it  is  published  in  the  Church 
magazine,  The  Improvement  Era,  and  sent  all  over  the  world." 

"Oh,"  said  the  lady,  her  interest  aroused,  "What  did  he  have  to  say 
last  month." 

"Well,  I  guess  I  don't  know,"  replied  the  missionary  hesitantly. 

"Well,  I  guess  I'm  not  interested,"  concluded  the  lady  as  she  shut  the 
door,   and   one   prospective   member  remained   prospective. 

Brother  Olaus  Johnsen  had  a  special  joy  in  life.  If  we  want  to  share 
that  joy,  we  should  follow  the  course  that  he  obviously  followed.  We 
should  have  in  our  homes  the  writings  of  those  who  have  been  given  the 
authority  to  teach  the  Gospel.  We  should  read  those  writings  prayerfully, 
seeking  the  same  spirit  that  inspired  their  writing.  Then  we  should  apply 
their  teachings  in  our  lives. 

Such  a  course  will  have  the  same  two-fold  end  that  it  did  for  Brother 
Johnsen.   He   found   personal    peace   and   happiness,   and   he   shared   that 
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peace  and  happiness  with  others.  Through  his  testimony,  Anna  Widtsoe 
was  brought  into  contact  with  the  missionaries,  and  two  years  later  she 
was  baptized.  The  shoes  into  which  Olaus  Johnsen  stuffed  Mormon  tracts 
were  worn  by  a  young  man  who  later  was  called  to  be  an  Apostle  of 
Jesus  Christ.2    DPR 

1   Account  taken  from   In   The  Gospel  Net,   the  story  of  Anna  Gaarden 

Widtsoe  by  her  son,  John  A.  Widtsoe. 
-  John  A.  Widtsoe  was  ordained  an  Apostle  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant 

on  March  17.  1921. 


MORMON    STORY    WAY    TO    SHARE    THE    GOSPEL 

by   Elder   Stanford   S.   Smith 


\  PICTURE  is  worth  a  thousand 
-£*■  words. 

The  MORMON  STORY  is  a 
carefully  arranged  picture  presen- 
tation of  the  restoration  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  re- 
establishment  of  His  Church 
through  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
and  highlights  of  Church  events 
from  that  time  to  the  present. 

The  purpose  of  the  book  is  to 
break  down  the  barriers  of  preju- 
dice, ignorance,  and  misunderstand- 
ing which  prevent  people  from 
wanting  to  learn  more  about  the 
Church.  It  attracts  attention,  arouses 
interest,  and  stimulates  the  Lord's 
children  to  investigate  His  Gospel. 
Thousands  of  full-time,  as  well  as, 
member-missionaries  are  using  it 
daily  in  all  parts  of  the  world  with 
tremendous  success. 

The  MORMON  STORY  is  a 
"missionary  tool"  which  can  be 
effectively  used  to  interest  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  refer  teach- 
able contacts  to  the  missionaries. 
Here's  how : 

1.  Keep  it  in  a  position  where  visi- 
tors to  your  home  can  see  and 
examine  it. 

2.  Whenever  the  subject  of  religion 
comes  up,  tell  which  Church 
you  belong  to  and  offer  to  show 
some    pictures    about   it. 

3.  When  you  are  asked  questions 
about  the  Church,  illustrate 
your  answers  with  pictures  from 
the  MORMON  STORY,  eg.  if 
pologamy  comes  up,  have  them 
read  page  88.  They'll  read 
further. 

4.  If  you  are  offered  a  cup  of  tea 


or  cigarette,  show  why  you 
don't  use  these  things  (p.  82). 
They  will  browse  through  the 
book  and  learn  more  about  the 
Church. 
5.  Loan  the  MORMON  STORY 
to  relatives  and  acquaintances 
at  every  opportunity — at  home, 
work,  or  the  hospital.  They  will 
understand  Mormonism  much 
better,  and  may  wish  to  learn 
more    about    it. 

THEN — After  they  have  looked 
through  the  MORMON  STORY, 
ask:   "What  do  you  think  about 
the     Mormon    Church?"    They 
will   probably   say  that   there   is 
more     to     it     than     they     had 
thought.  Then  you  add :  "Would 
you  like  to  know  more?"  When 
they    say    yes,    invite    them    to 
meet    the    missionaries    in    your 
home — set    a    date.    If   they   say 
No,  say  "When  you  would  like 
to   learn   more,  you   are   always 
welcome   to    come   over   to   our 
place  for  a  discussion  about  the 
Church."  Then  drop  the  subject 
and  talk  about  something  else. 
The   Lord   expects   us   to   do   our 
very  best  to  share  the  Gospel  with 
our  friends.  If  we  prayerfully  seek 
his  guidance  in  its  use,  the   MOR- 
MON STORY  will  be  a  great  help 
in   fulfilling    this   responsibility. 

Editors  note :  Copies  of  the 
MORMON  STORY  are  available 
from  the  Mission  Bookstore  for 
R2.10  per  copy.  The  Cumorah's 
Southern  Messenger  urges  its 
readers  to  take  every  opportunity 
to  use  this  outstanding  missionary' 
tool. 
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AT   CONFERENCE: 

The  Prophet  Speaks  to 
a  Troubled  World 

BRETHREN  and  Sisters:  It  is  truly  a  joy  to  meet  with  you  this  morning. 
I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you,  and  to  tell  you  how 
grateful  I  am  for  your  thoughtful  solicitations,  and  your  faith  and  prayers. 
God  bless  every  one  of  you  for  your  integrity  and  devotion  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord!  It  is  an  honour  and  a  continual  joy  to  be  associated  with 
you  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ! 

We  are  grateful  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  His  Church  in  all 
the  world,  for  the  assurance  of  His  divine  guidance  and  inspiration.  With 
deep  gratitude  we  acknowledge  in  your  presence  the  Lord's  nearness  and 
His  goodness,  and  in  that  spirit  of  prayerful  appreciation,  proclaim  the 
glorious  vision  given  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  "Hear,  O  ye  heavens, 
and  give  ear,  O  earth,  and  rejoice  ye  inhabitants  thereof,  for  the  Lord  is 
God,  and  beside  Him  there  is  no  other  Saviour.  Great  is  His  wisdom, 
marvellous  are  His  ways,  and  the  extent  of  his  doings  none  can  find  out. 
For  thus  saith  the  Lord  —  I,  the  Lord,  am  merciful  and  gracious  unto 
those  who  fear  me,  and  delight  to  honour  those  who  serve  me  in  righteous- 
ness and  in  truth  unto  the  end."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:  1-2,  5). 

I  deeply  sense  my  inadequacy  in  trying  to  express  in  words  the 
message  I  have  in  my  heart  this  morning.  I  earnestly  pray  for  your  help 
and  assistance,  and  especially  for  the  inspiration  of  the  Lord,  that  we  may 
sense  His  presence  during  this  Opening  Session  and  all  the  sessions  of  this 
Conference.  I  am  delighted  to  see  these  doorways  crowded  by  interested 
listeners.  It  is  a  sight  we  all  should  take  to  heart,  a  manifestation  of 
those  who  love   the   Lord   and   keep  His  commandments. 

I  cannot  get  my  thoughts  off  the  fact  that  there  are  two  great  forces 
in  the  world  more  potent  than  ever  before,  each  force  more  determined  to 
achieve  success,  more  active  in  planning,  and,  on  the  one  side  —  scheming 
—  than  ever  before. 

These  two  great  forces  are  Hate  and  Love.  Hate  had  its  origin  in 
our  pre-existent  state.  There  is  a  significant  reference  in  the  Apocalypse  to 
"war  in  heaven."  (Revelations  12:4).  It  is  not  only  significant,  but  seeming- 
ly contradictory,  for  we  think  of  Heaven  as  a  celestial  abode  of  bliss,  an 
impossible  condition  where  war  and  contention  could  exist.  The  passage 
is  significant  because  it  implies  a  freedom  of  choice  and  of  action  in  the 
Spirit  World.  In  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price  we  are  given  this  account: 
"Wherefore,  because  that  Satan  rebelled  against  me,  and  sought  to  destroy 
the  agency  of  man,  which  I,  the  Lord  God,  had  given  him,  and  also,  that 
I  should  give  unto  him  mine  own  power  by  the  power  of  mine  Only  Be- 
gotten, I  caused  that  he  should  be  cast  down;  And  he  became  Satan,  yea. 
even  the  devil,  the  father  of  all  lies,  to  deceive  and  to  blind  men,  and  to 
lead  them  captive  at  his  will,  even  as  many  as  would  not  hearken  unto  my 
voice."  (Moses  4  :  3-4). 

Two  things  you  will  note  in  that  passage  —  One,  that  Satan  was 
determined  to  destroy  the  free  agency  of  man.  Free  Agency  is  a  gift  of 
God.  It  is  part  of  His  divinity.  The  second  point  is  that  he  desired  to 
supplant   God   —   I   quote,   "Give   me  Thy  glory." 

The  world  does  not  comprehend  the  significance  of  that  divine  gift 
to  the  individual.  It  is  as  inherent  as  intelligence  which,  we  are  told,  has 
never  been  nor  can  be  created. 

In  the  spirit  of  hate,  as  is  manifest  today  in  the  world,  the  very  exis- 
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tence  of  God  is  denied,  the  free  agency  of  man  is  taken  from  him,  and 
the  power  of  the  State  supplanted.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  ever  a 
time  in  the  history  of  mankind  when  the  Evil  One  seemed  so  determined 
to  take  from  man  his  freedom. 

A  fundamental  principle  of  the  Gospel  is  Free  Agency,  and  references 
in  the  scriptures  show  that  this  principles  is  (1)  essential  to  man's  salva- 
tion; and,  (2)  may  become  a  measuring  rod  by  which  the  actions  of  men. 
of  organizations,  of  nations  may  be  judged. 

"Therefore,"  we  are  told  in  the  scripture,  "cheer  up  your  hearts,  and 
remember  that  ye  are  free  to  act  for  yourselves  —  to  choose  the  way  of 
everlasting  death  or  the  way  of  eternal  life."     (2  Nephi   10:23). 

"For  the  earth  is  full,  and  there  is  enough  and  to  spare;  yea,  I  pre- 
pared all  things,  and  have  given  unto  the  children  of  men  to  be  agents 
unto  themselves."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants   104:17). 

"Therefore,  it  is  not  right  that  any  man  should  be  in  bondage  one  to 
another.  And  for  this  purpose  have  I  established  the  Constitution  of  this 
land,  by  the  hands  of  wise  men  whom  I  raised  up  unto  this  very  purpose, 
and  redeemed  the  land  by  the  shedding  of  blood."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 101:79-80). 

"My  independence  is  sacred  to  me,"  said  Brigham  Young  "It  is  a 
portion  of  that  same  Deity  that  rules  in  the  Heavens.  There  is  not  a  being 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  who  is  made  in  the  image  of  God,  who  stands 
erect  and  is  organized  as  God  is,  that  should  be  deprived  of  the  free 
exercise  of  his  agency  so  far  as  he  does  not  infringe  upon  other's  rights, 
save  by  good  advice  and  a  good  example  " 

The  history  of  the  world  with  all  its  contention  and  strife  is  largely 
an  account  of  man's  effort  to  free  himself  from  bondage  and  usurpation. 

Man's  Free  Agency  is  an  eternal  principle  of  progress,  and  any  form 
of  government  that  curtails  or  inhibits  its  free  exercise  is  wrong  —  Satan's 
plan  in  the  beginning  was  one  of  coercion,  and  it  was  rejected  because  he 
sought  to  destroy  the  agency  of  man  which  God  had  given  him. 

When  man  uses  this  God-given  right  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of 
another,  he  commits  a  wrong.  Liberty  becomes  a  license,  and  the  man. 
a  transgressor.  It  is  the  function  of  the  State  to  curtail  the  violator  and 
to  protect  the  individual. 

Next  to  the  bestowal  of  life  itself,  the  right  to  direct  our  lives  is  God's 
greatest  gift  to  man.  Freedom  of  choice  is  more  to  be  treasured  than  any 
possession  earth  can  give.  It  is  inherent  in  the  spirit  of  man.  It  is  a  divine 
gift  to  every  normal  being.  Whether  born  in  abject  poverty,  or  shackled  at 
birth  by  inherited  riches,  everyone  has  the  most  precious  of  all  life's  en- 
dowments —  the  gift  of  free  agency,  man's  inherited  and  inalienable  right. 
It  is  the  impelling  source  of  the  soul's  progress.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Lord  that  man  become  like  Him.  In  order  for  man  to  achieve  this,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Creator  first  to  make  him  free.  To  man  is  given  a  special 
endowment,  not  bestowed  upon  any  other  living  thing.  God  gave  to  him 
the  power  of  choice.  Only  to  the  human  being  did  the  Creator  say: 
".  .  .  thou  mayest  choose  for  thyself,  for  it  is  given  unto  thee  .  .  ."  (Moses 
3:17)  Without  this  divine  power  to  choose,  humanity  cannot  progress. 

With  free  agency,  however,  there  comes  responsibility.  If  man  is  to 
be  rewarded  for  righteousness  and  punished  for  evil,  then  common  justice 
demands  that  he  be  given  the  power  of  independent  action.  A  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil  is  essential  to  man's  progress  on  earth.  If  he  were  coerced 
to  do  right  at  all  times,  or  were  helplessly  enticed  to  commit  sin,  he  would 
merit  neither  a  blessing  for  the  first  nor  punishment  for  the  second.  Man's 
responsibility  is  correspondingly  operative  with  his  free  agency.  Actions 
in  harmony  with  divine  law  and  the  laws  of  nature  will  bring  happiness, 
and  those  in  opposition,  to  divine  truth,  misery.  Man  is  responsible  not 
only  for  every  deed,  but  also  for  every  idle  word  and  thought. 

Freedom  of  the  will  and  the  responsibility  associated  with  it  are 
fundamental    aspects    of    Jesus'    teachings.    Throughout    His    ministry    He 
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emphasized  the  worth  of  the  individual  and  exemplified  what  is  now  ex- 
pressed in  modern  revelation  as  "his  work  and  his  glory."  (Moses  1:39). 
On.ly  through  the  divine  gift  of  soul  freedom  is  such  progress  possible. 

Force  rules  in  the  world  today.  Individual  freedom  is  threatened  by 
international  rivalries  and  false  political  ideals.  Unwise  legislation,  too 
often  prompted  by  political  expediency,  if  enacted,  will  seductively  under- 
mine man's  right  of  free  agency,  rob  him  of  his  rightful  liberties,  and 
make  him  but  a  cog  in,  the  crushing  wheel  of  regimentation. 

Though  it  is  not  a  pleasing  thought,  we  must  realize  that  over  half 
the  world  is  under  the  influence  of  hate,  as  manifest  by  the  Chinese  leader, 
manifest  by  the  Communist  group  in  Russia,  and  manifest  right  next  door 
to  us  in  Cuba.  Accompanying  the  spirit  of  hate  is  the  denial  of  the  exist- 
ence of  God.  Satan  was  cast  down  because  he  tried  to  replace  the  Creator. 
But  his  power  is  still  manifest.  He  is  active  and  is  prompting  at  this 
moment  the  denial  of  God's  existence,  the  existence  of  His  Beloved  Son, 
denying  the  efficacy  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Associated  Press  sometime  ago  related  some  instances  that  are 
taking  place  in  China  to  change  men's  minds  in  a  nation  of  over  six- 
hundred  million  people,  whose  hearts,  whose  minds  have  been  changed 
as  far  as  they  could  be  changed  of  hate.  Forty-five  or  fifty  years  ago  there 
was  the  spirit  of  tolerance  and  respect  in  China  for  Americans.  In  a 
school  at  Peking,  which  was  fostered  by  Americans,  I  personally  saw  some 
of  the  most  active  young  men  in  junior  high  school  that  I  have  ever  seen 
in  my  life.  I  have  never  seen  more  courtesy  in  any  country  in  the  world. 
Today  all  that  is  changed.  The  Associated  Press  made  this  report: 

"A  decade  ago  Mao  Tze-Tung's  newly-created  People's  Republic  of 
China  threw  its  Red  Shadow  across  an  alarmed  Asia.  Today,  the  lengthen- 
ing Shadow  has  crept  half  way  across  the  earth  to  the  Americas.  No  one 
can  say  with  certainty  where  it  will  stop  ...  In  his  sixty-sixth  year  this 
round-faced,  lofty-browed  son  of  peasants  has  been  raised  by  his  Com- 
munist followers  to  the  eminence  of  a  demi-god.  His  words,  actions  and 
even  his  thoughts  are  holy  writ  for  630  million  people.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  powerful  men  on  earth,  and  much  of  his  power  is  based  on  the 
most  debilitating  of  human  emotions  —  hate.  Hatred  for  the  United  States, 
hatred  for  rich  landlords,  for  counter-revolutionaries,  for  Chiang  Kai-shek, 
hatred  for  anyone  who  fails  to  conform.  'Hatred,'  said  a  traveller  recently 
returned  from  Mao's  China,  'has  become  an  institution,  particularly  hatred 
for  the  United  States.  It  is  horrible  to  see  this  vast  human  machinery 
run  by  only  one  fuel  —  hatred!  If  it  used  love  instead,  it  could  become 
the  most  powerful  nation  on  earth.'  "  (Associated  Press  appearing  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Tribune,  Sunday,  Dec.  11,  1960.) 

In  the  spirit  of  hate  these  men  would  supplant  God.  In  the  spirit  of 
hate  they  deny  His  existence.  They  deny  the  existence  of  His  Only  Be- 
gotten Son.  They  would  destory  the  free  agency  of  man.  Here,  in  the  spirit 
of  love,  we  praise  His  name,  and  teach  His  precepts. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  or  two  consider  Jesus,  the  man  of  love.  He 
revered  and  worshipped  God,  and  is  Himself  revered  and  worshipped  by 
all  Christian  nations  and  classes  of  individuals.  "Whatever  may  be  the 
surprises  of  the  future,"  writes  Renan,  "Jesus  will  never  be  surpassed." 

Millions  of  people,  speaking  different  languages  and  cherishing  various 
ideals,  worship  Him  and  revere  Him  today.  We  revere  Him  because  His 
wisdom  and  spirituality  comprehend  and  exceed  that  of  all  others.  He  it 
is  who  said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the  world:  he  that  followeth  me  shall 
not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life."  (John  8:12).  He 
also  said  to  His  disciples,  "I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye  should 
do  as  I  have  done  to  you."  (John  13:15). 

First,  in  the  spirit  of  Love,  let  us  consider  Jesus'  attitude  toward  God. 
That  is  the  great  question  before  the  world  today.  The  Communists  deny 
Him.  Mao  ridicules  Him,  and  they  have  poisoned  untold  millions  of  minds 
against  Christ. 
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What  about  Jesus  as  manifest  in  the  flesh?  In  announcing  His  birth 
the  Heavenly  Hosts  sang,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth, 
good  will  to  men."  In  that  message  this  is  Godliness,  Peace,  Brotherly 
kindness! 

Godliness,  Jesus  exemplified  every  hour  of  His  earthly  existence. 
On  the  banks  of  the  Jordan  at  the  beginning  of  His  ministry,  we  hear 
Him  say  to  John,  the  forerunner:  "suffer  it  to  be  so  now:  for  thus  it  be- 
cometh  us  to  fulfill  all  righteousness."  (Matthew  3:15). 

On  the  Mount  of  Temptation,  which  rises  just  above  the  Jordan 
where  Jesus  was  baptized,  He  was  tempted  by  that  Tempter  who  tried 
to  supplant  God;  tempted  with  all  the  things  of  earth  and  the  power  there- 
of. We  hear  Him  say  in  sublime  majesty,  "Get  thee  hence,  Satan:  for  it 
is  written.  Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  Him  only  shalt  thou 
serve."    (Matthew  4:10). 

When  He  taught  the  disciples  to  pray,  He  included  in  the  first  petition 
Godliness,  "Hallowed  by  Thy  name." 

Addressing  the  Twelve  at  the  Last  Supper,  He  said,  "This  is  life  eter- 
nal, that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  whom 
thou  hast  sent."    (John  17:3). 

That  is  the  spirit  of  love,  the  spirit  of  faith  in  God  the  Creator  of 
Heaven  and  earth  through  His  Beloved  Son.  He  is  worshipped  by  His 
only  Begotten  Son. 

What  about  the  condition  of  Peace? 

Without  it  there  can  be  no  happiness,  and  "happiness."  said  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  "is  the  object  and  design  of  our  existence;  and  will 
be  the  end  thereof  if  we  pursue  the  path  that  leads  to  it." 

Jesus  said,  "In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation:  but  be  of  good 
cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world."    (John  16:33). 

On  the  same  occasion,  He  said,  "Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I 
give  unto  you:  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  J  unto  you."  All  through  His 
life  peace  was  on  His  lips  and  in  His  heart,  and  when  He  came  forth 
from  the  tomb,  and  appeared  unto  His  disciples,  His  first  greeting  was. 
"Peace  be  unto  you." 

Peace  as  taught  by  the  Saviour  is  exemption  from  individual  troubles, 
from  family  broils,  from  national  riots  and  difficulties.  Such  peace  refers 
to  the  person  just  as  much  as  it  does  to  communities.  That  man  is  not  at 
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peace  who  is  untrue  to  the  whisperings  of  Christ,  the  promptings  of  his 
conscience.  He  cannot  be  at  peace  when  he  is  untrue  to  his  better  self, 
when  he  transgresses  the  law  of  righteousness,  either  in,  dealing  with  him- 
self by  indulging  in  passions  or  appetites,  in  yielding  to  the  temptations  of 
the  flesh,  or  whether  he  is  untrue  to  trust  in  transgressing  the  law. 

Peace  does  not  come  to  the  transgressor  of  law.  Peace  comes  by 
obedience  to  law,  and  it  is  that  message  which  Jesus  would  have  us 
establish  among  men  —  peace  to  the  individual  that  he  may  be  at  peace 
with  his  God;  perfect  harmony  existing  between  his  Creator  and  himself: 
perfect  harmony  existing  between  himself  and  law,  the  righteous  laws  to 
which  he  is  subject  and  from  which  he  never  can  escape;  peace  in  the 
home  —  families  living  at  peace  with  each  other  and  with  their  neighbours. 

There  are  some  who  would  say  His  teachings  are  not  applicable  today. 

A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  boy  among  boys  who  saw  Him,  who 
heard  Him  and  received  His  teachings.  Joseph  Smith  saw  the  Redeemer, 
and  he  has  given  that  testimony  to  the  world;  he  has  recorded  His  mes- 
sage, and  emphasized  again  the  eternal  truth  that  Christ's  teachings  are 
divine,  and  as  applicable  to  the  civilized  world  today  as  to  the  people 
among  whom  Jesus  walked  and  talked. 

Fundamental  in  all  Christ's  teachings  was  the  crime  of  wrong  thinking. 
He  condemned  avarice,  enmity,  hate,  jealousy  as  vehemently  as  He  did 
the  results  that  avarice,  enmity,  and  hate  produce.  Modern  psychology,  as 
all  students  know,  proves  the  virtue  of  such  teachings  regarding  the  in- 
jury that  follows  the  harbouring  of  hate.  He  who  harbours  hatred  and 
bitterness  injures  himself  far  more  than  the  one  towards  whom  he  mani- 
fests these  evil  propensities. 

Equally  applicable  to  present  conditions  are  His  teachings  regarding 
the  value  and  sacredness  of  human  life,  the  virtue  of  forgiveness,  the 
necessity  of  fair  dealings,  the  crime  of  hypocrisy,  the  sin  cf  covetousness, 
the  saving  power  of  love,  the  immortality  of  man. 

If  men  ever  reject  the  fact  that  Christ  is  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and 
fill  their  souls  with  hatred  as  that  nation  of  over  six-hundred  million 
people  are  compelled  to  do  and  not  only  to  deny  Christ,  but  to  deny 
that  His  mission  is  to  redeem  man  from  the  sordid  life  of  selfish  indul- 
gence and  sin,  and  lift  him  into  a  realm  shown  only  by  Him  of  self-sacrifice, 
generosity,  beauty,  and  love;  if  the  majority  of  nations  fail  to  recognize 
Christ  as  the  only  "name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we 
must  be  saved"  (Acts  4:12),  if  doubting  men  reject  the  possibility  of  ob- 
taining that  spiritual  assurance  of  Christ's  divinity  disclosed  by  Thomas 
when  He  reverently  exclaimed:  "My  Lord  and  my  God"  (John  20:28),  if 
the  acts  of  men  generally  be  in  accordance  with  such  rejection  rather 
than  in  accordance  with  their  acceptance  of  Him  as  the  Divine  One,  then 
this  world  will  continue  to  be  torn  by  contention,  made  miserable  by 
hideous  warfare,  and  ignominiously  wrecked  on  the  the  shoals  of  materia- 
lism,  selfish   indulgence,   and   disbelief  and   hatred. 

Without  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  Crucified  Christ,  the  Risen  Lord,  the 
traits  of  the  jungle  will  hold  the  human  family  in  bondage. 

In  conclusion,  the  obligation  and  duty  rests  upon  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  proclaim  the  mighty  truth  that  the  Man  of  Galilee,  the  Resur- 
rected Christ,  is  truly  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life  —  that  He  is  in 
very  deed  the  Saviour  of  all  mankind. 

Pernicious  efforts  and  sinister  schemes  are  cunningly  and  stealthily 
being  fostered  to  deprive  man  of  his  individual  freedom,  and  have  him 
revert  to  the  life  of  the  jungle.  With  faith  in  the  revealed  word  of  God. 
let  all  true  believers  in  individual  freedom  cherish  the  spiritual  ideas  of 
the  Christ,  and  ever  strive  to  make  real  the  dream  that  all  men  shall  be 
free. 

That  this  condition  may  soon  be  possible  and  real,  and  that  men  may- 
strive  to  bring  it  about,  I  humbly  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Amen. 
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CHURCH   NEWS 


Non-Mormon  News  Acclaims 
Book  of  Mormon  Evidences 


T.  RICHARD  BARNES,  Denver,  commissioner  of  insurance  for  the 
"  state  of  Colorado,  sent  us  an  interesting  clipping  from  El  Paso  Times 
of  July  5,  1965.  We  publish  it  just  as  it  appeared  in  the  paper. 

CHIAPAS  FIND    OF 
RELEVANCE  TO  DOCUMENT 

"The   Book  of   Mormon,   a  com-  formerly  of  the  University  of  Cali- 

panion   volume   of  scripture   to   the  fornia.  The  procedure  requires  five 

Bible     in      the     Latter-day     Saints  to  ten  complex  similarities  between 

Church,  is  purported  to  be  an  ec-  questioned    archaeological    sites    to 

clesiastical  and  historical  record  of  prove  a  historical  connection, 

the    American    continent    translated  "The  carving  is  a  portrayal  of  an 

from  gold  plates.  ancient    event   concerning    the   Tree 

"Archaeologists  have  conceded  of  Life.  Six  persons  are  seated  by 
the  possible  existence  of  such  a  and  discussing  the  tree.  The  near- 
record,  and  a  recent  archaelogi cal  east  clothing  style  is  clear,  as  well 
find  in  Mexico  has  been  interpreted  as  are  other  evidences  of  Old 
of  relevance   to   its  authenticity.  World  origin. 

"A    large    carving    unearthed    in  "Three     name     glyphs     on     the 

Chiapas,    Mexico,    has    been    inter-  carving     have     been     translated     as 

preted    and    offers    the    first    sound  Lehi,  Sariah,  and  Nephi,  prominent 

evidence  of  the  near  eastern  origin  names  in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and 

of   its   carvers   —    an   origin    set   in  the  study  shows  a  detailed  symboli- 

the  Book  of  Mormon.  zation    of    a    crucial    scene    in    the 

"In  the  evaluation  of  the  carving  Book    of    Mormon    termed    Lehi's 

strict  adherence  was  made  to  a  rule  Vision  of  the  Tree  of  Life.  It  may 

laid      down      by      Dr.      Alfred      L.  be  one  of  the  most  important  finds 

Kroeber,   a   non-Mormon   authority  in  the  history  of  archaeology,  some 

on  the  Anthropological  Theory  and  think." 


GENEALOGY  —  ERRATUM 

It  is  regretted  that  last  month  an  incorrect  postal  box  number  was 
shown  in  regard  to  Genealogical  information.  We  reprint  the  relative 
paragraph  showing  the  correct  box  number: 

The  Mission  Genealogical  Office  has  some  few  thousand  record 
cards  with  names  and  in  some  instances  almost  complete  data  of 
families  as  submitted  by  Church  members  through  the  years. 

The  members  throughout  the  Mission  may  be  interested  to 
have  me  check  names  for  them  but  I  can  only  do  this  if  and  when 
a  Pedigree  Chart  or  Family  Group  Sheet  is  submitted  indicating  the 
names  and  lines  required. 

Those  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  this  service,  write  and 
send  particulars  to:   (Miss)  Edith  Wiid,  P.O.  Box  4321,  Cape  Town. 
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CHINA, 

The  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  translated  into  Chinese  and  will  be 
off  the  press  in  December.  There  are  298  Chinese  and  Philippine  members 
who  hold  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood.  One  of  the  Elders,  Elder  Hu  Weit  I. 
did  the  translating  under  instructions  from  the  First  Presidency.  The  first 
run  of  this  edition  will  total  3.000  books. 

ITALY, 

"We  are  baptizing  in  Italy  at  four  times  the  rate  in  the  rest  of  the 
mission,"  President  John  M.  Russon  said  of  the  work  in  the  Swiss  Mission's 
newest  area  of  proselyting  activity. 

Missionaries  are  stationed  in  11  Italian  cities.  The  work  in  Italy  was 
recently  resumed  under  the  direction  of  the  Swiss  mission  after  about  a 
century  of  inactivity. 

MIDDLE  EAST, 

Missionary  work  also  has  been  resumed  in  the  Middle  East  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Swiss  Mission.  Two  missionaries  were  assigned  to  labour  in 
Beirut,  Lebanon,  and  a  branch  has  been  organized  there. 

SAMOA, 

The  Samoan  Mission  reports  that  a  convert  who  had  been  crippled  for 
nine  years  and  unable  to  walk  or  even  sit  or  stand  for  any  length  of  time 
was  baptized  in  July.  Two  weeks  after  baptism  and  confirmation  he  was 
walking  by  himself. 


FROM  THE  SA  STATE  PRESIDENT 

Please  accept  my  cordial  thanks  for  sending  me 
very  interesting  and  well  illustrated  booklet  on  the 
story  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints. 

I  sincerely  appreciate  your  kind  gesture  and  good 
wishes. 

Looking  through  the  booklet  brings  back  nostal- 
gic memories  of  the  few  days  I  had  the  privilege  and 
pleasure  of  spending  in  Salt  Lake  City  during  my 
student  days  in  the  United  States  of  America  more 
than  forty  years  ago.  I  spent  some  time  being  shown 
around  the  Tabernacle  and  surroundings  and  still  re- 
member that  Mendelsohn' s  "Spring  Song"  was  beauti- 
fully played  on  the  great  organ  for  us.  I  still  possess  the 
Book  of  Mormon  which  I  acquired  on  that  occasion. 
With  good  wishes, 

Yours  sincerely, 

C.  R.  SWART. 
(signed) 
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Ramah  First  MIA  Presents 
VHMS  Pinafore 


"T'M  called  Little  Buttercup,  Dear 
-*-  Little  Buttercup,  Though  I 
could  never  tell  why."  Thus  Mrs. 
Cripps  sang  her  introduction  to  the 
crew  of  the  good  ship  H.  M.  S. 
Pinafore.  She  had  a  secret  that 
would  affect  the  lives  of  everyone 
on  the  ship  from  Sir  Joseph  Porter, 
K.  C.  B.,  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, to  Ralph  Rackstraw,  Able 
Seaman. 

Gilbert  and  Sullivan's  story  of 
how  Little  Buttercup's  secret 
affected  the  lives  of  the  crew  ->f 
H.  M.  S.  Pinafore  was  presented  by 
Ramah  First  MIA  on  September  28 
and  October  1.  Ralph  Rackstraw,  a 
lowly  able  seaman  played  by  Alton 
Doller,  falls  in  love  with  Josephine, 
played  by  Signe  Thomson.  Un- 
fortunately, Josephine's  father  is 
the  captain  of  the  ship;  and,  of 
course,  Captain  Corcoran,  depicted 


by  Alma  Donly,  would  never 
approve  of  a  marriage  between  his 
daughter  and  a  salt  serving  before 
the  mast,  particularly  when  Sir 
Joseph,  ruler  of  the  Queen's  Navy 
and  played  by  David  Maree,  has 
asked  for  Josephine's  hand.  Jose- 
phine and  Ralph  plan  to  elope  but 
are  foiled  by  cruel  Dick  Deadeye, 
portrayed  by  Bill  Horning.  Finally 
Buttercup  reveals  her  secret  and 
tells  that  all  is  not  what  it  seems. 
As  a  result  of  Buttercup's  secret, 
three  loving  couples  are  united  on 
the   same   day. 

"Everyone  of  you  have  the 
wrong  notes,  but  you  blend  wonder- 
fully well,"  said  music  director 
Signe  Thomson  at  one  of  the  early 
rehearsals.  No  one  in  the  branch 
had  experience  in  operetta,  but  en- 
thusiasm and  determination  welded 
(Continued  on  page  298) 


The  crew  of  H.M.S.   Pinafore  and   Lord  Joseph's    sisters  and   cousins  and  aunts 

raise  their  voices,    in   a  rousing  chorus  in   Ramah  First's  production  of  Gilbert 

and  Sullivan's  comic  opera. 
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REOPENED 


East    Rand    Chapei- 
"Lovely    As    Ever 


ON  Friday,  October  15,  more 
than  fifty  members  and  friends 
of  the  East  Rand  Branch  met  for 
an  evening  of  dinner  and  entertain- 
ment to  celebrate  the  re-opening  of 
East  Rand's  Chapel  Bountiful.  The 
dinner  was  prepared  by  the  sisters 
of  the  branch,  and  they  received 
many  compliments  for  their  efforts. 
The  hall  was  decorated  with  crepe 
paper  in  pastel  shades.  Small  crepe 
paper  dolls  decorated  the  tables. 

The  Benoni  Male  Voice  Choir 
sang  several  numbers  and  were  en- 
thusiastically received  by  the  au- 
dience. President  Hulbert  of  Springs 
Branch  concluded  the  programme 
by  playing  several  numbers  and 
medleys  of  his  own  arrangement  on 
the  piano. 

Barend  J.  Bester,  President  of 
East  Rand  Branch,  took  a  moment 
during  the  programme  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  re-building  of  Chapel 
Bountiful.  On  the  evening  of  April 
27,  some  members  of  the  MIA 
played  volleyball  in  the  hall.  At 
12.40  the  next  morning,  President 
Bester  received  a  call  from  District 
Councilman  John  Adendorf,  then 
branch  president,  saying  that  the 
chapel  was  on  fire.  President 
Bester  said  that  this  was  a  time  of 
heartbreak  for  the  East  Rand 
Branch  who  had  worked  very  hard 
to  build  their  chapel,  but  they  took 
courage  from  President  Snow's 
reassurance  that  the  chapel  would 
be  rebuilt.  President  Bester  thanked 
Brother  van  Staden  who  had  his 
crew  at  work  rebuilding  the  day 
after  the  fire.  He  also  thanked  the 
Primrose  Branch  because  the  con- 
struction of  their  chapel  stood  still 
while  Brother  Van  Staden  worked 
on   East   Rand's   chapel. 

Saturday  night  was  a  film  show 
for  members  and  friends.  "The  Los 
Angeles  Temple"  and  "The  New 
York  World's  Fair"  were  shown  to 
the   interest   of   all    present. 


His  Worship  the  Mayor  of 
Benoni,  Councillor  J.  Buys,  and 
His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Boks- 
burg,  Councillor  J.  P.  W.  Baden- 
horst,  were  among  the  distinguished 
guests  at  the  re-opening  service  at 
2.00  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  the 
chapel  and  hall  were  filled  to 
capacity  with  members  and  friends. 

Those  attending  the  re-opening 
who  had  seen  the  chapel  on  the 
morning  of  April  28  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  they  were  in 
the  same  building.  Sand-blasting 
had  removed  every  trace  of  black 
from  the  brick  walls.  New  fixtures, 
carpets  and  furnishings  had  been 
installed.  There  was  a  new  floor  in 
the  hall  and  new  drapery  for  the 
foyer  and  stage.  New  windows  and 
new  paint  gave  light  and  colour. 
The  entire  chapel  and  hall  area 
had   been   renewed. 

"I  believe  that  the  chapel  is  to- 
day more  beautiful  than  it  was  ori- 
ginally, "began  the  first  speaker. 
President  Bester.  He  started  the 
giving  of  thanks  that  was  the  spirit 
of  the  entire  service.  "During  this 
period  of  reconstruction,  I  ex- 
perienced such  a  spirit  of  humility 
and  a  spirit  of  service,"  he  con- 
tinued, "I  believe  that  we  are 
strengthened  by  such  experiences." 
He  concluded  by  speaking  to  the 
mayors  of  Boksburg  and  Benoni. 
"To  our  first  citizens  ...  It  is  our 
endeavour  to  be  the  best  citizens 
of    these    communities." 

Brother  van  Staden  and  Brother 
Berard  Meyer,  builder  and  archi- 
tect, spoke  on  what  the  rebuilding 
had  meant  to  them.  After  Brother 
Adendorf  had  cited  a  few  sta'e- 
ments  by  Brigham  Young,  Kenneth 
C.  Powrie,  president  of  the  Trans 
vaal  District,  made  the  statement. 
"The  burning  of  this  chapel  was 
no  tragedy."  He  pointed  to  the 
spiritual  growth  that  had  resulted 
from   the   rebuilding  of  the  chapel. 
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To  this  Daniel  A.  CherreU,  First 
Counsellor  to  the  Mission  President, 
added  that  building  and  repairing 
are  an  important  part  of  life.  He 
gave  examples  from  the  lives  of 
Moses,   Peter  and   Paul. 

President  Snow  in  his  message  to 
the  members  and  friends  of  the 
East  Rand  Branch  said,  "These 
temporary  setbacks  that  we  have, 
may  try  our  faith,  but  these  ex- 
periences of  life  purify  our  souls 
and  make  us  worthy  for  the  bles- 
sings of  our  Father  in  Heaven."  He 
concluded  by  asking  for  the  Lord's 
blessings  to  be  with  the  leaders  of 
the  communities  of  the  East  Rand 
as  they  carried  out  their  important 
work. 

To     conclude     the     programme, 


Councillor  Buys  and  Councillor 
Badenhorst  were  presented  with 
brochures  on  "The  Story  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints."  Councillor  Buys  re- 
marked, "I  rejoice  with  you.  May 
God  bless  you,  and  may  you  grow 
from  strength  to  strength."  Coun- 
cillor Badenhorst  offered  sincere 
congratulations  on  the  re-opening, 
and  then  he  gave  an  expression  of 
the  goodwill  that  exists  between  the 
citizens  of  the  East  Rand  and  the 
members  of  the  Church  who  are 
their  fellow  citizens:  '"n  Groot 
skrywer  het  aan  die  einde  van  sy 
lewe  gese,  ,,Daar  is  twee  dinge  wat 
my  lewe  leefbaar  gemaak  het:  die 
liefde  wat  eg  gegee  het  en  die  lief- 
de  wat  ek  ontvang  het!" 


A    Christmas    Present? 

Why   not  a  subscription   to 
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a  cast  that  not  only  blended  well, 
but  also  that  could  sing  the  right 
notes.  Rehearsals  were  held  for 
nine  weeks  on  Tuesday  and  Satur- 
day evenings.  Sister  Eileen  Harrison 
worked  night  and  day  to  get 
costumes  ready.  Under  the  direction 
of  Brother  William  Marshall  ani 
Brother  Raymond  Keyes  the 
stage  was  re-arranged  and  sets  were 
constructed.  Sister  Thomson,  Sister 
Bessie  Donly  and  Sister  Annamarie 
de  Wet  worked  diligently  to  teach 
the  cast  to  sing  the  right  notes; 
while  Brother  James  Howden  and 
Brother  Dave  Cockerell  planned 
the  lighting  and  sound. 

When     the     performances     were 
finally    given,    both    cast    and    au- 


dience felt  that  the  months  of 
effort  were  well  rewarded.  Every- 
one who  attended  the  performances, 
particularly  those  who  were  not 
members  of  the  Church,  was 
amazed  that  a  branch  MIA  could 
give  such  a  high-quality  perfor- 
mance of  such  a  large  scale  musical 
production.  John  Meiring,  Superin- 
tendent of  Ramah  First's  YMMIA. 
said  that  the  performance  was  -o 
successful  and  so  much  hidden 
talent  was  uncovered  that  more 
productions  were  planned  for  the 
future.  He  added,  "I've  got  nothing 
but  praise  for  the  cast.  We  are 
humbly  proud  of  our  MIA.  Tney 
sang  for  all  they  are  worth,  and 
they  enjoyed  it." 


WORDS    OF   THE   PROPHET 


There  is  the  most  beautiful  pic- 
ture in,  all  the  world,  a  mother  with 
her  babe  on  her  arm  and  the  baby 
perfect.  I  wonder  why  some  great 
artist  has  not  painted  that.  We  see 
a  mother  painted  holding  her  baby 
but  I  think  the  most  inspiring  pic- 
ture in  the  world  is  to  see  a  mother 
with  her  first  baby  on  her  arm.  All 
mothers  forget  the  pain  and  the 
cost  of  bringing  that  little  baby 
into  the  world  and  in  the  church; 
for  a  baby  is  a  gift  from  Heaven, 
to  us  who  believe  in  the  pre- 
existence  as  spirits. 


Self  pity  is  a  bad  thing  for  us. 
This  thinking,  however,  that  we 
have  all  the  blessings  that  we  merit 
and  that  we  can  get  more  if  we 
strive  to  get  them,  is  what  brings 
happiness  to  the  soul  and  so  be 
grateful  to  God  for  His  blessings. 
Give  thankfulness  to  Him  for  life 
and  for  health,  vigour  and  for  our 
faculties,  and  above  all,  for  the 
Gospel  which  leads  us  into  His 
presence. 


Young  people,  are  you  rich?  Do 
you  possess  the  wealth  of  the 
world?  God  has  given  you  that 
which  is  far  more  valuable  and 
worth  more  in  treasure  than  any 
money  in  stocks  or  bonds.  Day  by 
day  we  go  without  thanking  him 
for  it  —  without  thanking  God  for 
Mother  and  Father  and  for  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  for  kind 
friends,  and  above  all,  as  the  Elder 
said  yesterday  and  as  our  brother 
who  offered  the  invocation  this 
morning,  for  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorah's    Message   of   You 

Elder  Douglas  P.  Ridge,  Section  Editor 


SALISBURY 

Visits    Game    Park 

Reported  by  Minnie  Swalwell 
r¥^HE  public  holiday,  Occupation  Day,  gave  23  Salisbury  saints  of  various 
■*■  ages  the  opportunity  to  have  a  glorious  day  in  the  open  air.  Four 
cars  transported  them  in  beautiful  sunshine  to  the  camping  ground  at 
Lake  Mcllwaine.  Most  watched  the  speedboat  races  and  chatted  until 
lunchtime.  After  lunch  there  was  a  choice  of  touring  the  game  park, 
walking,  swimming  or  visiting  the  spillway.  Some  chose  to  swim,  others 
thought  it  too  cold.  Two  cars  proceeded  to  the  game  park,  where  nine 
different  species   of  animals   were  seen   at  reasonably  close  quarters. 

The  branch  expressed  joy  at  witnessing  two  baptisms  on  September  4. 
Both  Sister  Yvonne  Cran.kshaw  and  Sister  Janine  Thwaits,  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Des  Thwaits,  were  baptized.  At  the  testimony  meeting 
next  day  these  two  sisters  were  confirmed,  and  Sister  Crankshaw's  two 
sons,  Guy  and  Hugh,  were  blessed. 

Conference  was  well  attended  and  everyone  expressed  appreciation  for 
the  talks.  The  Primary  children,  sang  in  the  morning  under  guidance  of 
Sister  P.  Wainwright,  and  the  Singing  Mothers  sang  in  the  afternoon  con- 
ducted by  Sister  Jean  Hodgkiss. 

The  Primary  held  a  variety  concert  on  September  25.  Sister  Wain- 
wright, Thwaits,  and  Frost  were  complimented  for  all  their  work.  Awards 
were  presented  to  four  Primary  members  by  President  Corbett  on  Sunday. 
September  26.  These  took  the  form  of  Firelights  for  entering  Firelight 
Year  and  jewels  for  good  attendance. 

BULAWAYO 

Has    Hamburgers    American    Style 

Reported    by    Laura    M.    Kersey 


^EPTEMBER  was  a  month  of 
^  varied  activity  in  the  Bulawayo 
Branch.  Members  and  non-members 
alike  participated  in  activities 
ranging  from  an  attempt  (as  the 
Elders  called  it)  at  an  American 
Hamburger  night  to  a  concert 
directed  by  the  branch  organist, 
Sister  Joy  Yates. 

The  month  got  off  to  a  good 
start  with  the  baptism  and  con- 
firmation of  one  of  the  young  mem- 
bers,  David   Jamie   Scarff,   on   Sep- 


tember 4.  It  is  always  a  joy  to  see 
the  young  folks  of  the  Church 
entering  into  the  waters  of  baptism, 
and  the  branch  members  publicly 
congratulated  David,  and  welcomed 
him  as  a  member  of  Bulawayo 
Branch. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month 
the  branch  president,  Brother 
Isaac,  arrived  in  Bulawayo  after 
six  weeks  holiday  in  England.  The 
branch  felt  that  it  was  certainly 
good  to  have  him  back  again.  They 
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also  gave  acting  branch  president. 
Brother  William  Jubber,  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  fine  services  rendered 
in  the  absence  of  President  Isaac. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  month, 
on  a  cold,  rainy  night,  members  of 
the  branch  gathered  at  the  chapel 
for  a  gala  American  Hamburger 
night  and  Cine  show.  According  to 
the  only  two  Americans  present,  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  "Rhodesian" 
hamburger  night.  It  was  suggested 
that  they  (the  Elders)  cook  next 
time.    But    Rhodesian   or   American. 


there  were  no  hamburgers  left. 
After  warming  up  on  hot  milo,  all 
enjoyed  the  film  show,  "To  Catch 
a  Rhino,"  and  then  went  home  in 
the  rain. 

Climaxing  the  months  activities 
was  the  annual  concert  organized 
by  Sister  Joy  Yates  and  her  cast  of 
local  Bulawayo  talent.  Many  of 
Bulawayo's  top  artists  performed. 
It  seemed  evident  from  the  amount 
of  laughter  and  applause  that  every- 
one enjoyed  themselves.  The  branch 
thanked  Sister  Yates  and  her  cast 
for   the    fine   evening. 


CQPPERBELT 

Loses    One  Leader,  Gains    Another 

Reported  by  Arlene  Oosthuizen 

BRANCH  Conference  was  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  September 
11  and  12.  1965,  aad  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended.  Inspirational 
messages  were  delivered  by  both  President  and  Sister  Snow  on  both  days 
of  the  conference.  President  Leonard  Clarke  and  family  are  returning  to 
England  after  an  absence  of  many  years  and  will  most  certainly  be  missed 
by  all  their  friends  in  this  part  of  the  world.  President  Clarke  has  served 
faithfully  and  well  as  Branch  President  for  the  past  five  years.  In  view 
of  his  departure,  President  Clarke  was  released  from  his  position  along 
with  Brothers  P.  Munch  and  C.  McTavish,  Senior.  President  Clarke's  First 
and  Second  Counsellors. 

Brother  Philip  Munch  was  sustained  as  the  new  Branch  President 
with  Brothers  Chater  and  C.  McTavish  as  First  and  Second  Counsellor 
respectively. 


RAMAH   II 


Primary    Sings,    MIA    Dances 

Reported   by   Sheila   Benington 


1VTANY  compliments  were  re- 
i-«-l-  ceived  by  the  organizers  of 
the  Primary  Home  Evening  held 
on  September  5.  Primary  Mother, 
Sister  Mervyl  Meyer,  who  had  just 
returned  from  overseas,  was  parti- 
cularly delighted  by  the  way  in 
which  the  children  sang  without 
notes.  She  congratulated  chorister 
Myrtle  Clark,  who  had  so  ably 
trained  them.  Michael  Clark  also 
sang  a  beautiful  solo.  This  pro- 
gramme had  been  so  arranged  as 
to  finish  earlier  than  previously. 
The  children,  not  yet  completely 
exhausted,  were  able  to  enjoy  hot 
dogs  with  the  Branch  Presidency  in 


the  kitchen.  The  Primary  has  now 
turned  its  attention  to  preparations 
for  the  Christmas  programme  to  be 
held  in  late  November. 

This  has  been  a  particularly  busy 
month  for  the  branch's  MIA.  The 
District  Road  Show  competition 
provided  scope  for  the  imaginative 
powers  of  Brother  John  Steedman, 
the  MIA  Superintendent,  who  wrote 
the  road  show.  It  also  displayed  his 
hitherto  unpublicized  talents  as  an 
accordianist.  His  romantic  story  of 
Paris  and  its  eccentricities  was  ably 
supported  by  enthusiastic  players. 
The  judges'  final  decision  was  that 
it  had  fulfilled  all  the  requirements 
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of  a   roadshow,   but   the  show  was 
penalized  for  running  overtime. 

Ramah  II  had  been  allocated  full 
duties  for  the  Gold  and  Green  Ball 
held  on  September  24.  Dance 
Directors,  Sister  Eileen  Reynolds 
and  Brother  Leonard  Thomas,  were 
thus  responsible  for  the  catering, 
hiring  of  the  band  and  the  decora- 
tion. While  the  band  proved  lively 
and  versatile  and  the  food  abun- 
dant, the  decorations  practically 
brought  the  house  down.  Towards 
the    close    of    the    evening,    District 


MIA  President,  Brother  Ken  Arm- 
strong, declared  it  the  best  Gold 
and  Green  yet  and  called  on  all 
those  present  to  join  hands  and 
sing  "Auld   Lang  Syne." 

The  Vanguards  and  Beehives 
joined  forces  for  a  "Hawaiian 
Party"  on  September  23.  Mats  on 
the  floor  and  palm  trees  provided 
the  local  colour.  A  fancy  dress 
competition  was  held  during  this 
party  and  was  won  by  young 
Brother  van  Niekerk  who  came 
dressed  as  a  pirate. 


RAMAH  I 


Choir,    Roadshow    Do    Well 

Reported  by  Olive  H.  Dewsnup 

fT^HE  Ramah  Eirst  branch  was  happy  to  hear  of  the  marriage,  solemnized 
-"-  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  of  Neville  Winston  Cramer  and  Juanita 
Frances  Duncan.  Brother  Cramer  is  a  former  member  of  the  branch. 

Sister  Signe  Thomson  has  been  enthusiastically  and  painstakingly 
working  toward  the  formation  of  a  choir.  She  felt  her  efforts  well  rewarded 
when  the  Ramah  First  choir  was  asked  to  participate  in  a  District  Choir 
and  sing  two  numbers  at  District  Conference. 

At  District  MIA  Roadshow  competition,  Ramah  First,  Pretoria  and 
Vereeniging  were  given  a  superior  grading  for  their  contributions.  Ramah 
First  extended  hearty  congratulations  to  Vereeniging  who  won  on  points. 

The  branches  in  the  Transvaal  District  met  on  Sunday,  September  5, 
especially  to  remember  the  old  folks.  President  Samuel  went  down  into 
the  congregation  and  personally  assisted  Sister  Murphy,  who  is  83,  and 
Sister  Munich  onto  the  stand  and  especially  honoured  them. 


OOS  RAND 


Gee    Afrikaans    'Road    Show' 

Deur  Lucy  Carr 


mOOS  altyd  in  die  verlede  was 
^  die  afgelope  Distrikkonferensie 
'n  inspirasie  en  aanmoediging  vir 
diegene  wat  dit  bygewoon  het. 

Toe  die  lede  van  die  Kerk  by 
Ramah  byeengekom  het  vir  die 
jaarlikse  "Roadshow"-kompetisie, 
het  die  Oos-Randse  Tak  'n  "baie 
goed"  vir  hul  poging  ontvang.  Oos 
Randse  opvoering  was  uniek  in  die 
sin  dat  hul  die  eerste  tak  is  wat  'n 


Afrikaanse  opvoering  gelewer  het. 

Daar  so  baie  lede  planne  het  om 
n  besoek  aan  die  Temple  te  bring, 
is  die  werk  vir  die  dooies  vir  almal 
van  groot  belang,  en  derhalwe  voel 
die  lede  genoee  om  met  harte  vol 
blydskap  Sister  A.  Fritz  in  haar 
hoedanigheid  as  Genealogiese  Kon- 
troleerder  te  ondersteun.  Sister 
Fritz  is  so  pas  tot  die  posisie  ge- 
roep. 
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EAST  LONDON 

Sends    Missionary 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 

A  LTHOUGH  the  18th  of  September  dawned  wet  and  cold,  fifty  Mor- 
■**■  mons  converged  on  East  London  airport  to  say  "totsiens"  to  sister 
Phirunie  van  Heerden.  All  felt  pride  and  a  touch  of  sadness  as  they  watched 
Phinnie's  small  but  resolute  figure  walk  across  the  tarmac  and  disappear 
into  the  aeroplane  which  was  to  carry  her  to  Jan  Smuts  Airport  and  her 
mission. 

The  monthly  Relief  Society  "bring  and  buy"  in  aid  of  building  funds 
transformed  the  chapel  into  a  produce  market  as  the  sisters  arrived  with 
freshly  picked  carrots,  beetroot,  rhubarb  and  petunia  plants  for  sale. 

The  Melchizedek  Priesthood  Group  held  their  fund  raising  function 
on  Saturday,  September  25.  This  took  the  form  of  a  splendid  three  course 
dinner  followed  by  a  brief  concert  and  film  show.  Special  honours  went 
to  Brother  Charlie  Hichens  who  "singlehanded"  tackled  the  task  of  pre- 
paring the  meal  for  about  55  people  while  the  rest  of  the  brethren,  put 
spade   to  ground   and   tidied   up  the  lawns  and  flower  beds. 

DURBAN 

Fair    Ladies    Steal    Show 

Reported  by  Beryl  Soane 

HPHE  evening  was  wet  and   cold,  decorations,    so    painstakingly    pre- 

-*-    but     inside     Durban's      Social  pared  into  the  late  hours,  especially 

Hall     everything     was     warm     and  the   flowers   which   looked   so   real, 

bright    and    gay,    for    1965's    Gold  but  had  been  made  by  one  of  the 

and    Green    Ball    was    under    way.  branch's    faithful    members,    Sister 

"My    Fair    Lady"    was   the    theme,  Harriet  Nell.  The  band,  too  entered 

and  it  was  the  branch's  fair  ladies  into   the   fun   of   the   evening.   One 

who  stole  the  show  as  they  arrived  novelty   dance  caused   much   merri- 

in     their     evening     glamour.     The  ment  as  the  ladies  had  to  dance  in 

Young  Married's  class  of  the  MIA  their  escorts'  shoes  and  wear  men's 

organized    the    evening    under    the  jackets.    One    gentleman    remarked, 

direction  of  Brother  and  Sister  van  "This  is  the  first  time  my  feet  have 

der    Leek.    Their    hard    work    was  been     trodden     on     by     my     own 

greatly    rewarded     as     compliments  shoes!" 

came   fom    all    sides :    Compliments  Brother     Vic     Henning's     house 

on    the    floor-show,    patiently    pre-  was  the  venue  for  a  braaivleis  and 

pared     by    Dance     Director    Joyce  film     show     for     the     Melchizedek 

Wahlburn;      compliments     on     the  Priesthood  holders  and  their  wives 

creamed   chicken    and    rice   and   all  and   families.   It   rained,   of  course, 

the  trimmings,  the  serving  of  which  as  it  always  does  when  a  braai  is 

was    supervised    by    Joan    Bellows;  planned;    but   that   did   not   spoil    a 

and  there  were  compliments  on  the  successful  evening. 

WELKOM 

Greets    New    Members 

Reported  by  Anne  Robinson 
X>RANCH  Conference  which  was  held  September  4  and  5  was  the 
-*-*  highlight  of  the  month.  Once  again  the  branch  was  honoured  by  the 
presence  of  President  and  Sister  Snow  and  President  Cherret.  Friends  from 
Bloemfontein  once  again  helped  to  swell  the  numbers.  Two  lovely  songs 
were  rendered.  In  the  morning  the  Primary  children  sang  "I  am  a  Child 
of  God."  One  of  the  congregation  commented,  "There  is  no  sound  like  the 
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sound  of  children's  voices.''  In  the  afternoon  the  Relief  Society  sang  the 
song,  "Largo." 

The  Welkom  saints  also  had  the  privilege  of  witnessing  the  baptism 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Piatt  and  their  daughter,  Jean..  The  saints  extended 
a  very  warm  hand  to  this  family  and  welcomed  them  as  members  of  the 
branch. 

The  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  held  on  the  18th  with  an  attendance  of 
over  100  people.  It  was  held  on  a  district  level,  and  the  branch  appre- 
ciated Bloemfontein  Branch's  support.  The  theme  for  the  dance  was  "MIA 
International"  with  posters  of  various  countries  decorating  the  walls.  An 
enjoyable  evening  was  had  by  all,  and  everyone  thanked  the  Relief  Society 
for  a  delicious  Spanish  chicken  dish. 

SPRINGS 

Mia    Makes    Pancakes 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

ON  September  7,  the  MIA  study  September    17    to    say    farewell    to 

group  held  a  pancake  session  Brother  and  Sister  Martin  Keuning 

in   the   Relief  Society   room.  There  who  left  for  Holland  September  27 

were    many    Branch    and     District  on      an      extended      holiday.     The 

Leaders      present,      and      President  Keunings  will  also  visit  the  British 

Hugo  showed  his  hand  at  pancake  Temple  to  be  sealed, 

making.  A  road-show  followed  the  _  '            _             '       _,.  .... 

pancake  session,  and  the  road  show  Brother  Bertram   E.    Phillips  was 

was  much  enjoyed  by  the  audience.  sustained  as  the  new  Branch  Clerk. 

Brother    King    MacMillan    orga-  His  wife,  Sister  Coral  was  recently 

nized     a     braai     at    the    home    of  called  to  a  teaching  position  in  the 

Brother    and    Sister    M'Crystal    on  Primary. 

NOTES  FROM 

CARLETONVILLE 

OVER  the  past  two  months  the  Carletonville  chapel  has  really  started  to 
look  lovely.  Work  meetings  have  been  organized,  and  the  members 
have  got  down  to  planting  grass,  shrubs  and  trees.  Relief  Society  kept 
spirits  high  by  serving  minerals  and  cake  to  the  workers. 

The  branch  welcomed  Elders  Anderson  and  Pack,  and  as  the  branch 
has  not  had  missionaries  for  the  past  six  months  they  feel  this  a  great 
blessing.  by  Jeanette  Alexander 

PRIMROSE 

T^iUE  to  the  keen  interest  in  Genealogy,  now  functioning  smoothly, 
■*-'  Primrose  MIA   attendance  has  increased  considerably. 

During  an  MIA  activity  evening,  a  few  films  were  shown  by  Mr. 
Gailey.  One  of  the  films,  "It  Ain't  Hay,"  starring  Bud  Abbot  and  Lou 
Costello  just  about  brought  the  house  down.  During  interval  refreshments 
were  served.  Supporting  films  were  "New  York  World  Fair,"  "Mormon 
Tabernacle  Choir"  and  "The  Epic  Space  Walk." 

With  the  arrival  of  Elders  Stokes  and  Alsop,  Primrose  now  has  four 
missionaries  labouring  in  the  area.  The  branch  extended  a  hearty  welcome 
to  these  Elders.  —  by  C.  D.  Parsons 

DESERET 

rpHE  Deseret  saints  turned  up  in  their  numbers  to  the  "Dinner  and  Stage 
-*■   Items"  on  September  11.  No  one  knew  what  was  happening  behind 
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the  curtains  before  hand,  but  as  many  said,  "What  an  evening!"  The  men 
folk  could  not  resist  the  "Relief  Society  chicken."  The  Deseret  young 
members  helped  serve  the  food  and  clear  the  tables  after  the  meal. 

Everyone  felt  that  the  stage  items  were  of  a  particularly  good  quality. 
The  opera  "Oscar"  by  Brother  Jan  Lion  Cachet  will  long  be  remembered 
by  everyone  who  saw  it.  The  climax  was  reached  when  Brother  Jan  and 
Sister  Francina  Smit  presented,  "Anything  You  Can  Do,  I  Can  Do  Better." 

—  by  Ron  Richards 

PIETEMARITZBURG 


THE  highlight  of  the  month  was  a  branch  dinner  and  film  show  given 
in  aid  of  the  building  fund.  The  food  was  deliciously  prepared  and 
everyone  voted  it  most  enjoyable.  The  hall  was  decorated  with  beautiful 
sprays  of  bougainvillea,  and  the  tables  had  centre  sprays  of  the  same 
flower.  During  the  evening  a  cake  competition  was  held  for  the  men  of 
the  branch.  The  winner  was  Brother  Desmon  Hancock.  The  sisters  all 
vowed  that  the  next  cake  sale  would  be  a  joint  effort  by  both  the  sisters 
and  brother  of  the  branch. 

The  evening  closed  on  a  very  merry  note  with  a  film  show  of  old 
silent  movies.  Charlie  Chaplin,  Abbot  and  Costello  and  many  other 
"funny  men"  of  the  twenties  had  everyone,  young  and  old,  doubled  up 
with  laughter. 

The  branch  welcomed  Brother  and  Sister  Holden  and  family  from 
Manchester,  England. 

—  by  C.  A.  de  Bruin 


VEREENIGING 

T7"EREENIGING    branch    happily    reported    a    baptism,    the   first    for   a 
"    long  time,  and  welcomed  Sister  Christine  Heppel  into  the  Church  and 
the  branch  and   promised  to  help  her  in  every  way  possible. 

The  chapel  building  has  made  facilities  available  to  members  which 
were  lacking  in  their  previous  accommodation.  As  a  result  the  auxiliaries 
are  being  well  supported. 

The  MIA  Roadshow  participants  brought  the  "Howling  Herman" 
trophy  to  the  branch.  The  trophy  was  won  with  a  road  show  from  a  script 
by  Sister  Valerie  M.  Snyman. 

A  branch  choir  has  also  been  formed  under  the  direction  of  Sisters 
Valerie  M.  Snyman  and  Lynett  I.  Roberts  and  is  practising  to  perfect  their 
singing. 

—  by  Rowland  P.  Roberts 

BLOEMFONTEIN 


THIRST  of  all,  the  Relief  Society  held  a  cake  stall  to  increase  the  Relief 
-*-  Society  funds.  Though  the  Relief  Society  numbers  are  few,  the  pro- 
ceeds were  quite  satisfactory. 

The  library  held  a  birthday  party  to  add  to  the  collection.  Those  who 
attended  enjoyed  themselves  immensely. 

At  the  beginnnig  of  the  month,  most  of  the  members  attended  the 
conference  which  was  held  at  Welkom.  The  members  who  attended  appre- 
ciated the  hospitality  of  the  saints  in  Welkom. 

—  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 
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MISSIONARY 
ACTIVITIES 

APPOINTMENTS 

ELDER  KENNETH  CLYDE  SCOTT  ap- 
pointed District  Leader  over  the  Cape 
District    on     October    13th.     1965. 

ARRIVALS 

ELDER    MICHAEL    BARNES    —    arrived    on    September    18th.    1965    from    Clearfield    Utah. 

and    was   assigned   to  labour    with    Elder    Kenneth    Traveller   in    Mayfair   West. 
ELDER    BRADLEY    MADSEN    CLAWSON    —   arrived    on   September    18th.    1965    from   Salt 

Lake  City,   Utah   and   was  assigned   to  labour   with   Elder   Guy   M.   Hatch   in  South   Hills. 

Johannesburg. 
ELDER  MICHAEL  RONALD  JOLLEY  —  arrived  on  September   18th,   1965  from  Scottsdale. 

Arizona   and   was  assigned  to   labour   with   Elder   Kenneth   Scott   in  Turffontein.   Johannes- 
burg. 
ELDER    LOUIS   ANDREW   MOFFIT  —   arrived   on    September    18th,    1965    from   Scottsdale. 

Arizona  and  was  assigned  to  labour  with  Elder  F.  Layne  Hamilton  in  Pretoria.  Transvaal. 
ELDER   THOMAS    EDWIN    RICKS   —   arrived    on    September    18th.    1965    from   Centrevillc. 

Utah   and    was  assigned   to  labour   with   Elder   Richard   A.   Yates  in   Boksburg.   Transvaal. 
ELDER  JAMES   DARRELL  WIGHT  —  arrived  on  September  18th.   1965  from  Ogden.   Utah 

and  was  assigned  to  labour  with  Elder  William  A.   Benincosa   in   Kimberley,  Cape. 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER  RONALD  M.  BURGENER  —  transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Mission  Office. 
October  15th.   1965. 

ELDER  GUY  M.  HATCH  —  transferred  from  Turffontein  to  South  Hills,  Johannesburg 
on    September    20th    1965    as    senior    companion    to    Elder    Bradley    M.    Clawson. 

ELDER  F.  LAYNE  HAMILTON  —  transferred  from  Lyttelton  to  Pretoria  Gardens, 
Pretoria    on    September    20th.    1965    as    senior    companion    to   Elder   Louis    A.    Moffitt. 

SISTER  MELANEY  J.  PETERSON  —  transferred  from  Parktown  North  on  September  20th, 
1965   as   senior   companion   to   Sister   Theone   J.    Reckas,    in    Krugersdorp,    Transvaal. 

ELDER  SIGMUND  C.  GELDENHUYS  —  transferred  from  Kimberley.  Cape  on  Sep- 
tember   28th    as   senior    companion    to    Elder   Carl   J.    Nye    in    Klerksdorp.    Transvaal. 

ELDER  L.  WAYNE  ANDERSON  —  transferred  from  Salisbury.  Rhodesia  to  Carletonville. 
Transvaal    on   September   25th,    1965   as    senior   companion    to    Elder   James   O.    Pack. 

ELDER  ALBERT  E.  WARD  —  transferred  from  Mayfair  West,  Johannesburg  to  Salisbury. 
Rhodesia   on    September   25th    as    junior    companion    to    Elder    Paul    D.    van    Uitert. 

ELDER  WILLIAM  G.  BELL  —  transferred  from  Welkom.  O.F.S.  to  Turffontein.  Johannes- 
burg  on    October    15th,    1965    as   senior   companion   to   Elder   Michael   R.    Jolley. 

ELDER  EROLD  JUBBER  —  transferred  to  Kimberley.  Cape  from  Mission  Office  on 
October  15th,  1965  as  senior  companion  to  Elder  Brian  L.  Zemp. 

ELDER  RUSSELL  K.  TOLMAN  —  transferred  from  Bloemfontein  to  Welkom.  O.F.S.  as 
District  Leader  and  senior  companion  to  Elder  James  C.   Walton  on  October   15th.   1965. 

SISTER  OLWYNNE  GIBSON  —  transferred  from  Villeria,  Pretoria,  to  Cape  Town  on 
October  21st  as  junior  companion  to  Sister  Joan  D.  Wilson. 

ELDER  RICHARD  A.  YATES  —  transferred  from  Boksburg.  Transvaal  to  Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia   as    senior   companion    to    Elder   Allan    E.    Linde   on    October    21st.    1965. 

ELDER  PAUL  K.  EVANS  —  transferred  from  Bulawayo.  Rhodesia  to  Boksburg.  Trans- 
vaal   on    October    21st    as    senior    companion    to    Elder    Thomas    E.    Ricks. 

SISTER  BERTIE  BAKE  —  transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Pretoria.  Transvaal  on  October 
22,  1965  as  senior  companion  to  Sister  Jeanette  Bean. 

SISTER  CAROL  J.  ETHERINGTON  —  transferred  from  Pretoria.  Transvaal  to  Durban. 
Natal    on    October    21st.    1965    as   senior   companion    to   Sister   Marcia   A.    Mills 

SISTER  VIVIENNE  H.  VAN  STADEN  —  transferred  from  Durban.  Natal  to  Mission 
Office    on    October    25th.    1965    as   companion    to    Sister    Coral    Cartwright. 

RELEASES 

SISTER  JUDITH  MARGARET  POWRIE  —  was  released  from  her  Mission  on  October 
22nd,    1965.    She    served    in    Durban.    Natal,    and    Pretoria.    Transvaal 

SISTER  CORAL  A.  CARTWRIGHT  —  was  released  from  her  Mission  on  November  5th. 
1965.  She  served  in  Pretoria.  Transvaal  and  in  the  Mission  Office,  as  Assistant  Mission 
Secretary  and  Mission  Recorder. 
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FROM  THIS  DAY  FORWARD 


Woulds't  thou  be  wise 

On  this  momentous  day  ? 

Lift  up  thine  eyes, 

Fall  on  thy  knees,  and  pray 

That  God,  with  infinite  mercy  from  above 

Will  pour  his  blessings  forth 

Upon  your  love  ! 

A  love  vow  to  cherish  evermore, 

Not  only  for  today,  but  to  that  door 

Through  which  all  men  must  go. 

And  with  God's  help,  beyond  that  door — to  know 

The  family  eternal,  joy  supreme, 

Love  everlasting,  fulfillment  of  a  dream  ! 

Woulds't  thou  be  wise? 

See  with  thine  understanding, 

Not  thine  eyes ! 

For  eyes  are  blinded  often. 

Learn  to  forgive, 

To  speak  the  first  soft  words  .  .  . 

Thus  might  you  live 

A  wedded  life  serene  and  free  from  pain, 

Warmed  by  your  love,  bulwark  against  the  rain, 

The  storm  and  stress  of  life. 

The  toil .  .  .  the  tears  ! 

Bright  be  your  pathway  now, 

yet  fleeting  the  years  ! 

Let  not  the  tongue  be  a  sword  but  a  soothing  balm, 

A  comfort  when  sorrow  assails,  enfolding,  calm  ! 

Woulds't  thou  be  wise1. 

See  with  thine  understanding,  not  thine  eyes. 

— Elizabeth  Vesterfelt 
used  by  permission 

306  CUMORAH  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  Nov.,   1965 


©ur 

cJemple 

Story 


but     JLionel    and    Sheila      [Bibb 


m 


XIAVING  a  larger  than  normal 
-*~*-family,  going  to  the  Temple 
was  always  a  distant  future  plan 
for  us.  It  was  only  when  we  sat 
down  and  started  working  out  costs 
that  we  realised  that  we  could, 
under  certain  circumstances, 
manage  to  finance  it  within  a  few 
years.  By  Sheila  working  and 
saving  her  salary  and  with  the 
addition  of  family  savings  that 
would  mature  in  two  years  time, 
we  could  just  manage  the  fares  plus 
living  expenses  for  our  stay  in 
England. 

Time  passed  quickly  and  soon 
we  were  leaving  on  the  first  leg  of 
our  7,000  mile  journey  —  by  car  to 
Cape  Town.  Though  our  car  was 
an  old  Nash  Station  wagon  and 
well-laden  (eight  of  us  plus  luggage) 
we  had  a  safe  and  pleasant  journey 
and  feel  that  the  Lord  was  with  us 
at  this  time,  for  soon  after  our 
arrival  at  Cape  Town  the  rear  axle 
broke. 

With  the  help  of  relatives  living 
there  we  were  safely  embarked  on 
ship.  June  12th.  We  were  thrilled 
to  be  met  at  Southampton  on  Fri- 
day 26th  June  by  Sheila's  parents. 
Brother  and  Sister  Harvey,  Andre 
and  Diane  le  Roux  (we  had  known 
Andre  as  a  small  boy  in  Cape 
Town).  We  proceeded  to  the 
Temple  boarding  house  where  we 
were  made  very  welcome  by 
Brother   and   Sister   Laycock. 


The  following  morning  the  eight 
of  us  and  the  Harveys  went  to  the 
Temple.  The  Temple  is  set  out  in 
beautiful  lawns  with  trees  and  an 
ornamental  lake  surrounding  it.  On 
arrival  there  we  were  welcomed  by 
President  and  Sister  Boyer,  the 
Temple  President  and  his  wife,  and 
other  temple  workers.  On  the  first 
visit  we  received  our  endowments 
and  were  married  for  time  and  eter- 
nity. In  addition  our  children  were 
sealed  to  us  and  Sheila  was  sealed 
to  her  parents.  This  was  truly  an 
unforgettable   day   in   our  lives. 

Shortly  after  this  we  moved  to 
London,  but  returned  each  Satur- 
day to  the  Temple  where  we  did 
endowment  work  for  the  dead.  We 
do  encourage  you,  when  you  make 
your  temple  trip  to  go  as  many 
times  as  you  can  to  the  Temple, 
as  each  succeeding  occasion  will 
enable  you  to  gain  a  deeper  know- 
ledge and  appreciation  of  these  or- 
dinances. 

We  also  journeyed  to  Epsom  to 
Patriarch  Moore  from  whom  we 
and  our  three  sons  received  our 
patriarchal  blessings.  They  are  an 
inspiration  to  us  and  we  re-read 
them  often. 

We  encourage  you  to  plan  for  a 
temple  trip  and  not  to  regard  any 
sacrifice  you  make  as  too  great,  for 
to  visit  the  temple  and  receive  your 
patriarchal  blessing  is  a  privilege 
that  cannot  be  too  highly  esteemed. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION 


Chapels    and    1 1  Lee  ting    Lru 


Kstipe 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Rondebosch  Town  Hall 

(Temporarily) 

opposite  Rondebosch  Station, 

Cape  Town. 

Phone  6-4459. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,  Talent  Street, 

Parow. 
EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Chapel,  Belgravia  Cresent, 

East  London. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Chapel,  40  Prospect  Road, 

Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 
KIMBERLEY    BRANCH 

No   1   Stravros  Chambers 

1  Permanent  Way. 

Kimberley. 

I iatal 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Chapel,   144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 
PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 
Chapel,  321  Alexander  Road, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

(grange    cfree   State 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Chapel,  end  of  Voortrekker  Road, 
Bloemfontein. 
Phone   8-0702. 
WELKOM  BRANCH 

Chapel,    Cor.    Othello    Road    & 
Peter  Cresent,  St.  Helena. 
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CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  2  Bluebell  St. 
Carletonville. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Bountiful  Chapel,   115  Woburn 
Ave.  Opp.  Town  Hall,  Benoni. 
Phone  54-8651. 


aces 


KLERKSDORP    BRANCH 

Chapel,  No.  6  Sport  Street, 

Flamwood,    Klerksdorp. 
KRUGERSDORP    BRANCH 

Ensign   Chapel, 

62    Paul    Kruger   Drive, 

Monument  Township, 

Krugersdorp. 

Phone  664-4164. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Deseret     Chapel,     110     Devenish 

Street,  Sunnyside,  Pretoria. 

Phone  4-6932. 
PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Masonic  Hall,   Meyer  Street, 

Germiston. 
RAMAH  FIRST  &   SECOND 
BRANCHES 

Raman  Chapel,   1   Hunter  Street, 

Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Phone  24-2525  or  24-3669 
SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Chapel,   23    Eleventh    Street, 

Springs. 

Phone  56-7191. 
VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Chapel,  42  Grey  Avenue, 

Vereeniging. 

Phone  642-1390. 

[rinoaesia 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Chapel,   Matopas  Road, 

Bulawayo. 
SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Chapel,  27A  Enterprise  Road, 

Highlands,  Salisbury. 
GWELO  BRANCH 

6  Gordon  Crescent,  Athlone. 

Gwelo. 

dbamoia 

COPPERBELT  BRANCH 

Chapel,    Westminister    Drive, 
Kitwe,  Zambia. 
LUSAKA    BRANCH 

18  Independence  Avenue, 
Lusaka,  Zambia. 
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